Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of
Developing Skills (GKIDS)
The Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS) is a year-long,
performance-based assessment aligned to the state mandated content standards. The
goal of the assessment program is to provide teachers with information about the level
of instructional support needed by individual students entering kindergarten and first
grade. GKIDS will allow teachers to assess student performance during instruction,
record student performance in an on-line database, and generate reports for
instructional planning, progress reports, report cards, SST, and/or parent conferences.
Throughout the year, teachers may assess students and record GKIDS data based on
their system’s curriculum map or report card schedule. At the end of the year, summary
reports and individual student reports will be generated based on the data the teacher
has entered throughout the year.

Purpose
The primary purpose of GKIDS is to provide ongoing diagnostic information about
kindergarten students’ developing skills in English Language Arts, Math, Science, Social
Studies, Personal/Social Development, and Approaches to Learning. GKIDS will also
provide a summary of student performance in English Language Arts and Mathematics
at the end of the kindergarten school year. GKIDS should serve as one indicator of first
grade readiness. GKIDS will serve both a formative and summative role in assessing
kindergarten students.

Domains of Learning
There are seven areas or domains of learning that are assessed as part of GKIDS:





English Language Arts
Mathematics
Social Studies (optional)
Science (optional)





Approaches to Learning
Personal and Social Development
Motor Skills (optional)

GKIDS is aligned to the state's mandated content standards in English Language Arts,
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. There are also three non-academic domains
that contribute to a student’s readiness for first grade (Approaches to Learning,
Personal and Social Development, and Motor Skills). The domains of Social Studies,
Science, and Motor Skills are optional. Systems may require teachers to use GKIDS to
collect and report information locally on student performance in these areas, but this
data will not be part of the end-of-the-year report, and it is not required to be entered
into the GKIDS Data Entry and Reporting website unless required by the system.
Systems have the option of requiring only some elements of Social Studies, Science, or
Motor Skills to be assessed, all of the elements of these domains to be assessed, or none
of the elements of these domains to be assessed. Many standards have multiple
elements. In GKIDS, students are assessed at the element level, where possible.

Performance Levels
ELA, Math, Social Studies, and Science standards will be assessed using two to five
performance levels for each element.


Not Yet Demonstrated



Emerging
Developing
Demonstrating the Standard
Exceeding the Standard





Non-Academic Domains
There are three non-academic areas that can be assessed using GKIDS: Approaches to
Learning, Personal and Social Development, and Motor Skills. The Motor Skills domain
is optional. Teachers may choose to record motor skills data only for students that
demonstrate an area of concern. Students are assessed using the following performance
levels:





Area of Concern
Developing
Consistently Demonstrating

The number of levels was determined by the GKIDS Advisory Committee and will be
specific to each element of the content standards. The number of performance levels is
based on the range of student performance that can be observed for each element.

Flexible Model of Assessment
GKIDS does not have specified assessment activities. The teacher (or local system)
decides which assessment activities to use and how frequently to assess. Teachers may
use assessment activities that cover multiple elements at one time and/or assess
multiple children at a single setting. Teachers may assess by observing student
performance during the course of regular classroom instruction or by an assessment
activity of the teacher’s choice. Because teachers have the freedom to assess according to
the individual needs of each student, standard accommodations are allowed if the
accommodations are a part of the student’s IEP, IAP, or ELL/TPC plan.

Approaches to Learning
The Approaches to Learning domain of GKIDS includes the following three general
categories:



Curiosity and InitiativeCreativity/Problem Solving
Attention/Engagement/Persistence

Personal Development




Demonstrates self confidence/positive attitude
Adjusts well to changes in routines and environments
Expresses emotions and needs through appropriate words and actions

Social Development


Treats others with respect in words and actions






Shows caring for others
Follows directions and school rules
Respects the property of others
Works cooperatively with others

Parent Brochure for GKIDS:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-andAssessment/Assessment/Documents/GKIDS/Resources_1819/GKIDS_Parent_Brochure_2018-19.pdf

